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  Frequently Asked Questions
If you have questions about Mountain Bluebirds, nest boxes, and Trail Monitoring, we have answers! 
Please take a look at our Frequently Asked Questions below and explore our website for information. 
You can also use the search at the bottom of this page to look for something in particular.

We encourage you to explore MBTCS’ Resources & Guidelines:
Annual Report Forms
Data & Statistics
Essential Information for Trail Monitors
MBTCS Nest Box Building Guidelines
Nest Box Maintenance & Renovation Guidelines
Partners & Links























  
  





 








  Are there dangers and risks associated with being a Trail Monitor?
Yes there are risks associated with Bluebird Trails - from wildlife (like bears, moose, wolves, bees, wasps, ticks, mice) to disease (Hantavirus, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever). With appropriate preparation and precautions, Trail Monitors can safely complete their work with little to no risk of things going wrong. Please read our Dangers and Diseases section on the Essential Information for Trail Monitors page for more information.


Can I add my existing Bluebird Trail to MBTCS’ network?
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  Yes we are always interested in expanding our Bluebird Trail network in Southern Alberta, Canada. 
Please send us a message with detailed information to start the process. 


Can I make a new Bluebird Trail?
Yes we are always interested in expanding our Bluebird Trail network in Southern Alberta, Canada. 
Please send us a message with detailed information to start the process. 
We support responsible habitat creation and restoration for birds anywhere in the world! 


Can I share my photos and get them posted on this website?
Yes! 
Please visit our Gallery page for instructions on how to submit your photos.


How can I get involved with MBTCS?
Take Action!


How can my organization or Scout or Guide group get involved?
We are always interested to hear from community organizations, businesses, Scouts or Guide groups, or individuals who want to support our efforts. This can be in the form of sponsorship, donations, supplies, trail maintenance, or nest box building. If you have an idea, we want to hear from you! 
Please contact us with more details about your idea and we will see how we can work together.


How do I build a new nest box?
Follow our Nest Box Building Guide.


How do I sign up for the MBTCS mailing list?
Join us as a member, donor, or supporter and consent to joining our bi-annual newsletter mailing list. 
Please contact us to be added to our mailing list.


How often should I deep-clean nest boxes on my Bluebird Trail?
Annual clean-outs should take place twice per year - once in mid-February to prepare for the nesting season, and once in late-August to clean out nesting material and prepare for winter. Deep-clean and renovations of nest boxes may take place every 5 to 10 years as required. 
If you are unsure, take photos of your nest boxes and let us know. 
Learn more about how to renovate nest boxes. 


Is MBTCS a registered charity?
Yes! 
Learn more about how you can make a charitable donation and receive a tax receipt.


What does MBTCS do with the data it collects?
We share our data with partners like Environment Canada, Parks Canada, Federation of Alberta Naturalists (Nature Alberta), and many other organizations and researchers who are interested. 
Learn more about our Partners. 
Learn more and access our Annual Statistics online.


What is MBTCS?
Mountain Bluebird Trails Conservation Society (MBTCS) is a charitable organization that is federally registered with Canada Revenue Agency and provincially registered in Alberta. We are dedicated to studying, conserving, and restoring the natural habitat of Mountain Bluebirds in Southern Alberta, Canada. 
Learn more about our mission, history, importance, and how to get involved.


What is the ideal placement for Mountain Bluebird nest boxes?
Read our nest box placement guidelines on our Essential Information for Trail Monitors.


What is the minimum commitment required for Trail Monitors?
The absolute minimum is two visits to your Bluebird Trail every year. To be successful and get the most benefit from your trail, please plan to visit your Bluebird Trail every two weeks from March through August. 
Read our Essential Information for Trail Monitors.


When is the next orientation date for new volunteers?
Follow our events page for information about the next orientation for new volunteers. 
You can also contact us for more information on upcoming volunteer orientation sessions.

 
Where are all of the Bluebird Trails in Southern Alberta?
This information is private and confidential. In many cases, Bluebird Trails are located on private property where no access is permitted without prior permission. We keep detailed GPS coordinates for every nest boxes - this information is available to Trail Monitors and researchers on a case-by-case basis. 
Contact us for information about our nest boxes.


Where can I get a replacement nest box?
We have a limited supply of replacement nest boxes. We are always building and renovating nest boxes. 
Contact us for information on replacement nest boxes and to participate in upcoming building projects. 


Why do I need to track statistics for my Bluebird Trail?
We are interested to know the impacts and effects of nest box placement throughout Southern Alberta. It helps to know the relative success of our efforts. It also provides details about bird populations in Southern Alberta. 
Learn more about our Statistics.


Why do members have to attend the Annual General Meeting?
As a registered charity and incorporated society we need to conduct Annual General Meetings (AGM) to pass resolutions, approve financial statements, and provide important updates to our membership. The Annual General Meeting is a great opportunity to connect with other members, share your experiences, and learn more about the importance of MBTCS. Please plan to attend our AGM in the fall every year. 
Learn more about our upcoming AGM by visiting our event page.


Why should I be a member?
We need your help and support! We value your involvement - from passive annual membership support to active participation with such things like advocacy, board governance, fundraising, or trail monitoring. There are many ways to make the most of your membership. Membership is free so anyone and everyone can join. 
Learn more about Membership.


Why should I donate and support MBTCS?
Every little bit helps the Mountain Bluebirds! We are a non-profit volunteer organization with no paid employees. 100% of your donation goes directly to supporting our ability to improve nesting habitat. 
As a registered Canadian Charity you also get a tax deductible receipt when you make a donation to the Mountain Bluebird Trails Conservation Society. 
We can accept cash, cheque, securities, beneficiary designations, estate bequests, and online donations. 
Contact us to make donation arrangements. 


What is the best way to donate?
Donate in whichever way you feel most comfortable. There are many ways to contribute - whether it is your time, money, or legacy gifting. 
We encourage you to let us know how to make the most of your donation and recognize your contribution!
We understand that everyone has unique donation preferences and legacy gifting expectations. We strive to meet and exceed the vision of our donors in creating, maintaining, and sustaining habitat for Mountain Bluebirds and other species across Southern Alberta. 
If you prefer, you can arrange your contribution through the Community Foundation of Lethbridge and Southwestern Alberta. 


Still have questions? 
Please use the search feature or contact us. 























  
  






 






  

  








    

  
  

  


  



          

          
            
          
        
      
      

      
        
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
    


  



  
    
    
      
    
    

  

  
    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      










































  

    
  
    

      

      
        
          
        
        

        
          
            
          
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: ]

            

          

        
          
        

        
      
        
      

    

  


  





 





  Mountain Bluebird Trails Conservation Society is dedicated to studying, conserving, and restoring the natural range of Mountain Bluebirds across Southern Alberta, Canada























  
  







 




  Registered Canadian Charity #89589 4467 RR0001
Contact MBTCS
Mailing Address:
c/o 2614 10A Ave North,
Lethbridge, AB, Canada  T1H 1M5
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  Our Work
About MBTCS
Data & Statistics 
Events
Governance
Membership
Mountain Bluebirds
Newsletter
Partners & Links
Photo Gallery 
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  For Trail Monitors 
Annual Report Form
Bluebird Trail Maps
Essential Information
FAQ
Maintenance & Renovations
Nest Box Building
News & Updates
Research
Volunteer Application
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  Looking for something? 
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